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UNITED STATES 

NewMe~~oisBacklash over Obama 
the lat~8(state to


visit to Notre Dame ban death penalty 


Michael Sean Winters in the visit of a US president to the campus NEW MEXICO became the fifteenth Amer-

In Washington is trumped by the spectacle ofmoral support ican state to prohibit the death penalty last 


being offered by Notre Dame to Obama's week, afterits Catholic governor, Bill Richard­

ONE OF THE most prestigious US Catholic position on abortion." son, switched his long-held position and 

universities has come under fire after an- At an online symposium published by the signed a law to make the maximum penalty 

nouncing that President Barack Obama will website of the conservative New York-based in the state life imprisonment without parole, 

deliver an address and receive an honorary Natiorwl Review, Notre Dame's decision was writes Tirrwthy Lavin in Washington. 

degree at its graduation ceremony on 17 May. called "perfidious" and Notre Dame philos- Mr Richardson admitted to deeply mixed 


The announcement by the University of ophy professor Ralph McInerny denounced feelings on the issue, but he decided the risk 

Notre Dame in Indiana provoked a firestorm Mr Obama as "the enabler-in-chief of ofkilling an innocent person outweighed the 

ofcriticism from pro-life activists angry at the abortion". deterrence of execution - especially as he 

Obama administration's decisions on fund- Meanwhile, local bishop John D~ofFort claimed the criminalJUStice system was "in­

ing for embryonic stem-cell research as well WaWe:.South Bend, said this week he bad de- herently defective" and prone to abuse. 

as his pro-choice stance on abortion. cided "after much prayer" not to attenq the The bishops ofNew Mexico and the US bish-


Notre Dame's announcement noted that Mr /graduation. '~',,- ops' conference strongly urged the governor 

Obama will be the sixth US president to d~/ Much of the debate centres on "Catholics"-, to sign the bill after itwas passed by the state 

liver a speech at a graduation ceremon~d in Political Life", a 2004 document issued by 'legislature, writing to him days before he signed 

the ninth to receive an honorary degree. the US bishops that reads inpart: 'The Catholic the~slation: "Pope Benedict XVI and his 


Conservative activists immediately began community and Catholic institutions should predec~or, Pope John Paul II, have called 

a campaign to convince the university to re- not honour those who act in defiance of our for the en~ the use ofthe death penalty ... 

scind its invitation to the President. A web- fundamental moral principles. They should The legislatiorlbe{ore you would help to begin 

site - www.notredame.!>candal.com - was not be given awards, honours, or platforms building a culture-bflife in our country." 

launched by the C~al Newman Society. which would suggest support for their actions." Two men on death row in the state, whose 

On it a former Bush adviser, Deal Hudson, It is not clear ifthe prohibition was meant to cases predated the governor's decision, may 

wrote: "Whatever educational value there is apply to non-Catholics. still face execution. 
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INTERNATIONAL 

YOUNG LEADERS NETWORK 


ROME, BU-DAPEST, OXFORD 

We are now inviting applications and nominations of young Christians in the 18 to 33 age group from the UK, and all parts of 


the world, to spend periods of intensive study, training and leadership education in Rome (w/c 28 June 2009), 


Budapest (w/c 5 July 2009) and Oxford (w/c 19 March 2010). Full bursaries are available. 


Forthcoming IYLN speakers include Timothy Radcliffe OP, Professor Mary Jo Bane (Harvard); the 


Director General of the BBC, the Head of DG Competition at the European Commission, Lord Brennan, Bishop John Arnold, 


Bishop Malcolm McMahon OP, and Professor Grace Davie (Exeter). 


Write or email to info@iyln.com Blackfriars Hall, Oxford OX1 3LY. Our web address is www.iyln.com 

Blackfriars Hall is a Permanent Private Hall of Oxford University 
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